Annual Plan 2021
Strengthened advice through exchange, knowledge building & cooperation

The Board of Foundation E.E.A.C.
The Hague, approved, January 2021

The EEAC Network

The European Environment and Sustainable Development Advisory Councils (EEAC)
Network brings together advisory bodies established by national or regional
governments and parliaments. EEAC members offer independent advice to their
respective national or regional governments and parliaments related to climate
change, the environment, and sustainable development.

Belgium

Federal Council for Sustainable Development

Denmark

Danish Council on Climate Change

Catalonia

Advisory Council for the Sustainable Development of Catalonia

Finland

Expert Panel for Sustainable Development

Flanders

Environment and Nature Council of Flanders

France

National Council for Ecological Transition

Germany

German Advisory Council on the Environment
German Advisory Council on Global Change
German Council for Sustainable Development

Hungary

National Council for Sustainable Development
National Environment Council

Ireland

National Economic and Social Council
The Climate Change Advisory Council

Luxembourg

National Council for Sustainable Development

Montenegro

National Council for Sustainable Development, Climate Change and
Integrated Coastal Zone Management

Romania

National Council for Sustainable Development

The Netherlands

Council for the Environment and Infrastructure

Portugal

National Council for the Environment and Sustainable Development
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1. The EEAC Network
1.1. The aims
The EEAC is a European network comprising advisory bodies that advise their (sub-)national
governments and parliaments on issues related to climate change, the environment and
sustainable development. The EEAC Network aims to enrich the advice that its members give to
their governments and parliaments, to bridge the gap between scientific knowledge and
policymaking and to link the work of the (sub-)national advisory bodies and the European policy
level.

1.2. Main tasks
To help to achieve its aims, the EEAC Network performs three main tasks:
 To provide an operational framework for joint activities, knowledge exchange, dialogue and
informed debate among advisory bodies individually, and among advisory bodies and other
stakeholders and disciplines.
 To serve as a liaison between the work of the national and sub-national advisory bodies
and the European policy level.
 To provide a platform where experts from EEAC member bodies can share their experiences
and perspectives, in order to learn from each other, and to respect and promote viewpoints
that transcend national perspectives.

1.3. Instruments
Different instruments to enable exchange are put in place within the framework of the EEAC
Network. Exchange is organised either online or offline. Online activities include the use of policy
briefings, presentations and debate sessions, social media, the EEAC website, and EEAC
newsletters. Offline activities often include participation in and (co)organisation of workshops,
seminars, and/or conferences, forums as well as partnership gatherings.
To fulfil its role as liaison, the EEAC Network, through its board and members, aims to participate
in relevant European and global forums, and aims to continue to have a balanced presence in the
global – but foremost – European climate, environment and sustainable development policy arena.
Furthermore, different instruments are in use to enhance the flow of information from EEAC
member bodies to European partners and vice versa. Examples of these include briefing notes and
online policy briefings.
The EEAC Network will further strengthen its role as a platform for – so called – inter council
exchange. In case two or more EEAC members wish to cooperate, support can be given through for
example the organization and preparation of bilateral exchange calls, the development, coorganization and hosting of work sessions, or by liaising between advisory bodies who are in the
process of preparing a common piece of work.
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2. The EEAC Board’s Framework for Action in 2021
2.1. Tasks performed by the board of the EEAC Network
The statutes governing the EEAC Network task the EEAC board with:
 The management and financial management of the EEAC Network;
 Enabling the EEAC Network to function as an operation framework for exchange and
knowledge building;
 Enhancing and enabling inter-council exchange;
 Supporting and enhancing the liaison role of the EEAC Network;
 Presenting an Annual Plan and Annual Report.

2.2. Core Ambitions of the board for 2021
The board will dedicate special attention to the following:
 The generation of innovative concepts, methods and content in order to support the
successful implementation of the three main tasks of the EEAC Network.
 Acting proactively in welcoming new advisory bodies as members of the EEAC Network.
 Further strengthening the position of the EEAC Network and its members in the European
policy arena.
 Taking concrete steps to redefine and strengthen the working relationship with fellow
networks and other relevant stakeholders.

2.3. The European and Global context
The board expects that the following issues will create and alter the context in which advisory
bodies work in 2021:
 The duration and impact/aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic;
 Portugal (January-June) and Slovenia (July-December) will hold the EU presidency in 2021;
 The European Commission will continue to rolling out the ambitions of the EU Green Deal;
 Several milestone policy proposals of the Green Deal will be adopted/amended after the EU
institutions finalize their trilogue in 2021;
 The High Level UN Conference to Support the Implementation of SDG 14 (UN Ocean
Conference) will take place in Lisbon, April 2021;
 The United Nations High Level Political Forum (HLPF) will meet in July 2021 to discuss the
implementation of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals1;

1

The HLPF in 2021 will discuss Sustainable Development Goals 1 on no poverty, 2 on zero hunger, 3 on good health
and well-being, 8 on decent work and economic growth, 10 on reduced inequalities, 12 on responsible consumption
and production, 13 on climate action, 16 on peace, justice and strong institutions, and 17 on partnerships in depth.
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 The United Nations Food Systems Summit is scheduled to take part in September/October
2021;
 The Convention on Biological Diversity Conference of the Parties (COP 15) will adopt a post2020/2021 global biodiversity framework in Kunming, Yunnan, China in Autumn 2021;
 The Conference of the Parties (COP 26) will take place in Glasgow in November 2021.

3. Thematic areas of common interest 2021
Based on the annual working plans of EEAC member bodies, the board has identified the following
thematic areas of common interest : 1) Advising on the implementation of EU policies at the
national and sub-national levels, 2) Agriculture, food and soil, 3) Biodiversity, 4) Circular economy,
5) Climate and energy, 6) Freshwater, 7) Sustainable finance, 8) The UN 2030 Agenda, and 9)
additional issues of interest. These thematic areas of common interest will serve as the building
blocks for the EEAC agenda in 2021. A list of thematic interests per individual EEAC member body
is provided in Annex I.

3.1. Advising on the implementation of EU policies at national and subnational level
European policies shape the context in which advisory councils advise government and parliament
at the national and sub-national levels. In 2021, five councils will work on the implementation of a
variety of European policy proposals and strategies. One example is the EU Green Deal as an
overarching vision document. Councils will also work on the preparation of the National Resilience
and Recovery Plans, the European Council Presidency (in the case of Portugal), the Biodiversity
Strategy, the Farm to Fork Strategy and the National Energy and Climate Plans.
Advisory bodies that work on the topic include: Federal Council for Sustainable Development,
FRDO-CFDD (Belgium), Council for Sustainable Development, NFFT (Hungary), and Council on
Environment and for Sustainable Development, CNADS (Portugal).

3.2. Agriculture, food and soil
In 2021, five advisory councils will work on themes related to sustainable agriculture and food
production. While a number of councils will focus on sustainable food production as such, others
will focus on the financial and economic consequences of increasing sustainability standards that
apply to the agricultural sector. Recommendations on sustainable agriculture and food production
will all be prepared for a number of contexts, including the EU Common Agricultural Policy, the EU
Biodiversity Strategy, the EU’s Farm to Fork Strategy and others.
Advisory bodies that work on the topic include: Expert Panel on Sustainable Development
(Finland); Minaraad (Flanders), German Council for Sustainable Development, RNE (Germany);
National Environmental Council, OKT (Hungary); Council for Sustainable Development, NFFT
(Hungary), and Council for the Environment and Infrastructure, Rli (The Netherlands).
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3.3. Biodiversity
Advisory bodies from Belgium (including Flanders), Hungary , the Netherlands and Portugal will
work on the topic of biodiversity. These councils will advise on the national implementation of the
EU Biodiversity Strategy or will provide advice on the development of national strategies, which will
of course be seen in the context of the global and European policy framework for biodiversity.
.
Advisory bodies that work on the topic include: Federal Council for Sustainable Development,
FRDO-CFDD (Belgium), Minaraad (Flanders), National Environmental Council (Hungary), Council for
the Environment and Infrastructure, Rli (The Netherlands), and National Council on Environment
and for Sustainable Development, CNADS (Portugal).

3.4. Circular Economy
Circular economy will be on the agenda of five advisory bodies in 2021. Some councils will take a
systemic approach (levers, principles and instruments to accelerate the transition towards a circular
economy), whereas others will take a sectoral approach (circular construction).
Advisory bodies that work on the topic include: Federal Council for Sustainable Development,
FRDO-CFDD (Belgium), Advisory Council for the Sustainable Development of Catalonia, CADS
(Catalonia), Minaraad (Flanders), National Environmental Council (Hungary), and Council for
Sustainable Development, CSDD (Luxembourg).

3.5. Climate and energy
Climate and energy are on the agenda of most advisory bodies. No fewer than nine councils will
work on these subjects in 2021. The approach each council will take varies from overarching to
sectoral. For example, some councils will work on climate mitigation specific to sectors such as
agriculture and transport, while others will work on the national implementation of European
energy and climate policies, with special attention being paid to the forthcoming European Climate
Law. Other councils will focus on the role that different energy sources (hydrogen, nuclear) can play
in the energy transition.
Advisory bodies that work on the topic include: Federal Council for Sustainable Development,
FRDO-CFDD (Belgium), Danish Council on Climate Change (Denmark), Expert Panel on Sustainable
Development (Finland), Minaraad (Flanders), German Council for Sustainable Development, RNE
(Germany), German Advisory Council on Environment (Germany), National Environmental Council
(Hungary), Climate Change Advisory Council (Ireland), Council for the Environment and
Infrastructure, Rli (The Netherlands), and National Council on Environment and for Sustainable
Development, CNADS (Portugal).

3.6. Freshwater affairs
Following the decision to implement the EU Water Framework Directive without changing its time
schedule or content, EU Member States will now prepare for the implementation of the third and
final River Basin Management Plans (RBMPs). Two advisory bodies that are members of the EEAC

Annual Plan 2021 |Strengthened advice through exchange, knowledge building & cooperation
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

7

Network will work on the questions of what lessons can be learned from the second
implementation round of the RBMPs and what challenges are ahead for the third and final round.
Advisory bodies that work on the topic include: Minaraad (Flanders), and National Environmental
Council (Hungary).

3.7. Sustainable finance
Sustainable finance has been a recurring topic on the agendas of several advisory councils within
the EEAC for some time now, and this will again be the case in 2021. A total of four advisory councils
will work on a variety of sub-topics related to the overarching theme of sustainable finance.
Advisory bodies that work on the topic include: Federal Council for Sustainable Development,
FRDO-CFDD (Belgium), German Council for Sustainable Development, RNE (Germany), Council for
Sustainable Development, NFFT (Hungary), and Council for Sustainable Development, CSDD
(Luxembourg).

3.8. The 2030 Agenda and SDGs
For many EEAC member bodies, the implementation of the UN 2030 Agenda and its SDGs is the
core of their operations. In 2021, councils will work on issues such as indicators and implementation
monitoring and national strategies for sustainable development, as well as on pathways, principles
and instruments for implementation of the 2030 Agenda.
Advisory bodies that work on the topic include: Federal Council for Sustainable Development,
FRDO-CFDD (Belgium), Advisory Council for the Sustainable Development of Catalonia, CADS
(Catalonia), Expert Panel on Sustainable Development (Finland), German Council for Sustainable
Development, RNE (Germany), Council for Sustainable Development, NFFT (Hungary), National
Economic and Social Council, NESC (Ireland), and National Council on Environment and for
Sustainable Development, CNADS (Portugal).

3.9. In addition
The board of the EEAC Network added two thematic areas to the list of areas of common interest.
The themes are, in the opinion of the board, of such international relevance that the board wishes
to support knowledge sharing, knowledge building and dialogue on these issues among EEAC
members and beyond EEAC members and external experts.
Planetary Health

Changes to the natural systems that support life, such as freshwater, clean air and food production,
are already impacting our health and are projected to drive the majority of the global burden of
disease over the coming century. Understanding and acting upon this challenge requires
collaboration across national boundaries and policy fields. Action is required to safeguard global
health, which is why the board of the EEAC Network proposes adding this matter to the list of
thematic areas of interest, acknowledging the fact that the German Advisory Council on the
Environment has already announced that it will be working on the issue in 2021.
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Advisory bodies that work on the topic include: German Advisory Council on Environment
(Germany).
Beyond GDP/ Welfare Economy

Discussions of a paradigm shift towards a ‘Wellbeing Economy’ or ‘beyond GDP model’ have started
at various levels of government. Some countries, like Finland, have incorporate the concept into
some or all of their decision-making and budget policies. However, the topic is also gaining traction
at the EU level: EU Commission president Ursula von der Leyen showed some notable interest in
the theme, incorporating it into her 2020 State of the Union address. In the context of concepts
such as ‘Build Back Better’ and ‘Green Recovery’, the wellbeing economy/beyond GDP will most
likely gain additional importance in the period to come. The board of the EEAC Network therefore
proposes adding this matter to the list of thematic areas of interest.

4. A call for action
On the basis of the identified areas of common interest, the board of the EEAC Network calls upon
the EEAC member bodies to submit ideas for knowledge building, exchange, liaising or cooperation.
The board will support proposed ideas to the best of its ability within the context of its mandate.
Concrete ideas for exchange, knowledge building, liaising cooperation among advisory bodies, and
among advisory bodies and other stakeholders have already been developed on the overarching
issue of: A) Climate and Energy, B) Ecosystem services, and C) Sustainable Development (See Annex
II).
Following the call by the board of the EEAC Network, the agendas for exchange, knowledge building
and inter-council exchange will further evolve throughout 2021.
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Annex I: Thematic areas of interest per EEAC member
Please take note:

Advisory Bodies and Thematic Areas of Interest (Most of the listed issues have yet to be approved as official part of the 2021 Agenda of the councils)
Federal Council for Sustainable Development, FRDO-CFDD (Belgium)
Agenda2030: Implementation of the SDGs
Agenda2030: Indicators for sustainable development
Biodiversity: strategy following the EU's Biodiversity Strategy
Circular Economy: Circular Construction
European Policies: The European Green Deal
Just Transition
Natural resources and energy transition: raw resources for the energy transition
Sustainable Finance: Financing the transition
Danish Council on Climate Change (Denmark)
Climate Change: Regulation of peatlands
Climate Change: Green Transition of heavy transport
Climate change: Annual Monitoring Report
Climate Change: Agricultural and food analysis
Advisory Council for the Sustainable Development of Catalonia, CADS (Catalonia)
Agenda2030: EU Sustainable Development Goals Indicators for Catalonia
Agenda2030: The Catalonia 2030 Alliance
Agenda2030: The top priorities for Catalonia to achieve the SDGs. Annual Review 2021
Circular Economy: Strategic levers to accelerate the transition towards a circular economy in Catalonia
Economy and Society: Reflection on the strategic industry for the sustainable development of Catalonia
Economy and Society: The demographic challenges of Catalonia in the Medium and Long-term: Labour Market and Aging
Expert Panel on Sustainable Development (Finland)
Agenda2030: 6 pathways to sustainable development
Energy Policies: Transformations in energy systems
Food and Land Use: food and nutrition
Urban and Physical Environment: Transformations in urban systems
Environment and Nature Council of Flanders, Minaraad (Flanders)
Climate policy: LULUCF in Flanders
Agricultural policy: rural development policies in the next agricultural strategy
Biodiversity policy: species protection policy questions
Circular Economy: industrial transition (twin project with the previous)
Circular Economy: opinion on the draft prevention programme on construction activities
Energy Policies: industrial transition (twin project with the next)
Energy Policies: spatial allocation and governance of renewable energy
Fresh water policy: towards more green-blue infrastructure
Fresh water: opinion on the draft RBMP towards 2027.
Regulation policy: evaluation of the environmental permit

Thematic focus to be decided

Council for Ecological Transition, CNTE (France)
x

Thematic focus to be decided

German Advisory Council on Global Change
x
German Advisory Council on Environment (Germany)
Energy: Expansion of onshore wind energy - analysis and proposed solutions
Energy: Hydrogen in a future energy mix: environmental risks and management options
Environment: Human health and the Environment
German Council for Sustainable Development, RNE (Germany)
Climate Protection and Decarbonisation
European Politics and International Collaboration
Fundamental Issues of Sustainability Policy
Sustainable Finance: Sustainable Business Practices
Agriculture, food and soil: Sustainable Food Systems
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Council for Sustainable Development, NFFT (Hungary)
Agenda2030: Preparation of the 4. progress report about the National Sustainable Development Strategy (covering the years 2019 and 2020)
Agriculture, food and soil: Sustainable agriculture - "Farm to Fork Strategy" in Hungary
Built back Better: Possibilities for a sustainable recovery after the Pandemic
Implementing EU Policies: Implementation of the EU Recovery and Resilience Plans program (NextGenerationEU)
Sustainable built environment: possibilities of decarbonisation of the construction sector
Sustainable Finance: Economic instruments to enhance Sustainable Development
National Environmental Council (Hungary)
Agriculture and food: Opinion on the national agricultural and food production plan of Hungary in the context of CAP
Biodiversity: National biodiversity plan ex-post evaluation and planning of the next plan
Circular Economy: Possibilities and instruments to enhance a circular economy
Energy and Climate Change: Opinion national clean energy plan
Fresh water: ex-post evaluation of the previous RBMPs and formulating an opinion on the next and final RBMP towards 2027.
Sustainable Finance: Financing the Green Deal and Green recovery
Transport and mobility: Opinion on the Hungarian Transport Programme
National Economic and Social Council, NESC (Ireland)
Agenda2030: Sustainable Development and Climate Action
Digitalization: Digital Inclusion
Economy and Society: Good Jobs and Transition
Economy and Society: Welfare and Employment
Urban and Physical Environment: Land Use, Land Value and Urban Development
The Climate Change Advisory Council (Ireland)
Climate Change: Carbon budgeting
Climate Change: Assessment of Mitigation and Adaptation in Heat Sector
Climate Change: Economics of hydrogen
Climate Change: Transport
Climate Change: Agriculture
Climate Change: Adaptation
Council for Sustainable Development, CSDD (Luxembourg)
Circular Economy: Principles for circular economy
Ecological footprint of Luxembourg
Sustainable Finance
Thematic focus to be decided

National Council for Sustainable Development and Climate Change (Montenegro)
x
Council for the Environment and Infrastructure, Rli (The Netherlands)
Agriculture: Future perspectives for the agricultural sector in the Netherlands
Biodiversity: Revision of nature policy
Energy: Nuclear energy and power plants
Urban and Physical Environment: Steer on scarce space

Thematic focus to be decided

Council for Sustainable Development (Romania)
x
National Council on Environment and for Sustainable Development, CNADS (Portugal)
Agenda2030: The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) - UN Agenda 2030
Biodiversity: with a focus on the national protected areas management;
Built back Better: (post-Covid phase);
Climate and Energy: National energy and climate plans (NECPs);
Climate and Energy: The EU Climate Law
EU policies: European Green Deal;
EU policies: Portugal's Presidency of the Council of the European Union from January to June 2021.
EU policies: Recovery and Resilience Plan;
Governance: Access to information and public participation to enhance environmental policies and sustainable development;
Transport and mobility
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Annex II: Proposals for exchange, knowledge building
and cooperation
Climate and energy (approved by the working group on January 1st 2021)
Climate change policies in correlation with energy policies will also this year remain important
topics on the agenda of advisory bodies as gathered in the EEAC Network. It is therefore that
the EEAC Working Group on Energy and Climate Change (hereafter: Working Group) strives to
continue to serve its members through offering a platform for exchange and knowledge
building, as well as functioning as a liaison.
Thematic Focus 2021
Although the vast majority of EEAC member bodies advice their governments and parliaments
at national and sub-national level, global and European policy developments are heavily
determining the context in which national and sub-national policies are discussed, designed and
implemented. In this context the Chairman of the Working Group proposes to focus on the
following in 2021:
The European climate and energy framework

The European Commission presented the European Green Deal in December 2019. At the heart
of this Deal is the commitment to becoming the world’s first climate neutral continent by 2050,
through a roadmap that also includes targets for 2030. Developments within the European
climate and energy framework will be duly followed by the Working Group. Special attention
will be paid to the NECP-cycle towards 2024 and 2030 including the bi-annual reporting cycle,
the EU Climate Law, the EU’s Emission Trading Scheme, as well as the revisions of the different
relevant directives.
Agriculture, Transport, and Circular Economy in relation to climate change and energy policies

Climate and energy policies are deeply interlinked with other (sectoral) policy domains. In 2021,
the Working Group will dedicate special attention to three particular sectoral policy domains:
agriculture, transport and circular economy. These three sectors will be singled out because of:
A) their significant impact on – especially – battling climate change, and B) due to upcoming
decisions – for example the Common Agricultural Policy 2022/2027 or the implementation of
the Renovation Wave Ambitions – that are expected to have a noteworthy impact on climate
related efforts, both at EU as well as national and sub-national level.
The role of Hydrogen

A variety of advisory bodies as gathered in the EEAC Network work(ed) on the role of hydrogen
in the future energy-mix for a sustainable economy. The reason for this is the assumption that
hydrogen can play a double role. Firstly as an energy carrier and secondly as a feed stock for
industry. Also the European Commission has granted political support to the role hydrogen, as
articulated in the Commissions Hydrogen Strategy. However, a variety of challenges remain,
raising the question what is a realistic prospect for hydrogen as a feed stock and/or energy
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carrier in a sustainable economy. The Working Group will seek – possibly – inter-council
exchange on this issue.
COP26

An important element of the well-known Paris Agreement are the –so called – Intended
Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs). These INDCs should outline and communicate the
post-2020 climate actions of individual Parties. INDCs are submitted every five years to the
UNFCCC secretariat, with the next round of INDCs (new or updated) being submitted in 2021
(originally scheduled for 2020, but postponed due to the Covid19-pandamic and its far reaching
impacts). The update comes also after political change has altered the position of the USA with
regard to fighting climate change, enhanced ambitions by Japan and Korea, as well as outspoken
and more ambitious emission reduction targets by China. For this reason, COP26 in Glasgow will
mark an important mile stone and will enable stakeholders – such as the advisory bodies in the
EEAC Network - to take stock of global (political) ambitions and progress.
What will we do?
The Working Group aims to serve the needs of the participating advisory bodies by providing
the following:
The EEAC Network as a liaison

In order to inform the members of Working Group about the European context in which their
work takes place, continuous efforts will be made to ensure a timely and fit for purpose
information stream from the EU policy arena to the national and sub-national level. It is
therefore that the EEAC secretariat – in cooperation with Minaraad - will continue to providing
the well-known briefing notes. These briefing notes aim to deliver: A) a state of play of ongoing
policies, B) an introduction and explanation of new policy proposals, C) insights in the level of
interconnectedness of the European climate and energy framework. Furthermore, the
Secretariat strives to notify the Working Group of proposed EU policy initiatives or the outcomes
of relevant votes in EU institutions on the date of their release.
The EEAC Network will also continue to bring the work of its members to the attention of the
relevant European institutions and partners. In so called ‘information packages’ the EEAC
Network delivers overviews of recent work by its members to designated parties active at
European level. Moreover, in case an EEAC member would like to present its work to a European
partner, the EEAC secretariat is ready to assist in developing, organizing and executing such
presentation onsite in e.g. Brussels or Strasbourg.
The EEAC Network as an operation framework for exchange and knowledge building

In addition to briefing notes, policy briefings by external experts will be organized. During such
briefings, external experts will share their insights on a particular topic that has relevance to the
work of the Working Group members. The thematic interests as identified in the Annual Plan
2021 will be leading when organizing such online policy briefings. In case the circumstances
allow for it, and when beneficial to the members of the Working Group, one or two physical

Annual Plan 2021 |Strengthened advice through exchange, knowledge building & cooperation
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

13

meetings will be organized. Such meetings would touch upon a topic of relevance more in depth
or could serve inter-council exchange.
The EEAC Network as a platform for inter-council exchange

Inter-council exchange session would be organized for advisory bodies that advice their
governments and parliaments on climate- and energy related matters. Peer learning, best
practices and fruitful collegial exchange would be center staged during such session. The
Working Group will either engage with external partners when organizing such inter-council
sessions, or will organize such sessions under its own management.

Ecosystem services (approved by the working group on February 16th 2021)
In the Synthesis report of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, “ecosystem services” were
grouped into four broad categories: supporting (such as nutrient cycles and oxygen production),
provisioning (such as the production of food and freshwater), regulating (such as of climate and
diseases), and cultural (such as spiritual and recreational benefits). These four types of
ecosystem services depend by definition upon ecosystems, which themselves depend on
favorable land and environmental conditions. For ecosystems as well as for ecosystem services,
questions arise with regard to efficient and just usage, leading to discussions on adequate
policies, regulations and/or subsidies, effective monitoring and relevant research.
The EEAC working group on Ecosystem Services
A number of EEAC advisory bodies work– and co-operate – since a long period of time on topics
that are related to securing the sustainable availability of “ecosystem services”. These analogous
topics include: A) food production (provisioning and supporting services); B) biodiversity
(supporting and regulating services); and C) freshwater (regulating and provisioning services).
The further analogy is the interest the advisory bodies take in protecting and improving
ecosystems, in order to ensure the continued generation of ecosystem services in a sustainable
way. Because of these analogies, the EEAC Working Group on Ecosystem Services was
established.
What will we do?
We will provide a framework for the exchange of knowledge and insights …

… by inducing dialogues between advisory bodies and between advisory bodies and external
stakeholders. This can be done by: 1) offering the floor to external experts or to councils that
have issued food-/biodiversity-/water-related opinions or advices, 2) issuing briefing notes, 3)
organizing online policy briefings and/or, if desired, 4) through in-depth meetings.
We will provide a platform for cooperation and mutual reinforcement …

… by creating the chance to organise exchange-initiatives between individual EEAC
membercouncils, with a view of creating shared results, and with one or another ecosystemservice-topic as the object of the initiative.

Annual Plan 2021 |Strengthened advice through exchange, knowledge building & cooperation
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

14

We will provide a liaison facility for outreach towards partners …

… by bringing the results of our exchange and cooperation to the attention of external players,
such as European institutions and/or policy makers. In so called “information packages” the
EEAC Network delivers overviews of recent work by its members to designated parties active at
European level.
Thematic focus: Each node its focus
The following ‘nodes’ will be centre-staged in the work of the working group in 2021: A) food
production (provisioning and supporting services); B) biodiversity (supporting and regulating
services); and C) freshwater (regulating and provisioning services).
Ecosystem service “food production”

The final months of the negotiations on Common Agricultural Policy 2022-2027 are high on the
agenda at European level in 2021, including the blending in of elements of the Green Deal and
the Farm-to-Fork-Strategy, as well as Forestry Policy and the Biodiversity Strategy. Given the
strong European competence on the issue of food production, the developments in the
European policy arena will truly shape the context in which national policies can and will be
developed.
Ecosystem services in relation to “biodiversity”

The scale of the threats to biodiversity is ever growing, and while governments made new
pledges – the youngest in January 2021 -, the current situation is that the world failed for a
second consecutive time to meet their 10-year biodiversity goals. The importance of the issues,
combined with the strong links with the EU’s Green Deal ambitions – including deforestation
measures - and the upcoming COP15 in China (autumn 2021), makes the international and
European developments highly relevant to national and sub-national policy making.
Ecosystem services and “freshwater”

Due to climate change, the sustained provision of services by water systems will become one of
the challenges of the decennium. As part of the European Green Deal, the Commission aims to
put forward a new Adaptation Strategy in early 2021, building on the current one (2013). At the
same time, the European Commission plans a review of the effectiveness of the Urban
Wastewater Directive, an old directive that has served as one of the main drivers of water policy
in the Member States.

Sustainable Development (Approved by the Working Group on January 30 th 20201)
The annual programmes of EEAC member bodies, combined with the ambition to continue
existing exchange and cooperation shaped an agenda that includes three sub-themes under the
overarching theme of Sustainable Development. These three sub-themes are: A) Sustainable
finance, B) Fiscal instruments to enhance sustainable development, and C) Implementing the
2030 Agenda. These three sub-themes will be grouped under the umbrella of the EEAC Working
Group on Sustainable Development (hereafter: the working group).
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Thematic focus 2021 and proposed activities
In line with the thematic focus of the EEAC member bodies, the Co-Chairs of the working group
propose to focus on the following themes and activities:
Sustainable Finance and corporate governance

Substantial volumes of monetary means are required to finance the recovery process after the
Covid-19 crisis, and to reach the goals of the UN 2030 Agenda and the Paris Agreement. To steer
these means, considerable efforts are made at various levels of government to come forward
with measures to align financial flows on these goals. At European level for example, a delegated
act for the taxonomy of economic activities, a proposal regarding the disclosure of sustainability
indicators of financial actors, and a proposal for disclosure standards for financial products
promoting environmental and social characteristics will be published shortly. More initiatives
and policies in the field of sustainable finance are expected to follow in 2021, including: A) a
renewed sustainable finance strategy, B) a proposal for the revision of the non-financial
reporting directive, and C) a proposal for "Environmental Generally Accepted Accounting
Principles" (E-GAAP).
As far as sustainable corporate governance is concerned, the European Commission is preparing
a mandatory due diligence framework and new rules for directors duties in order to incentivize
environmental and social considerations by enterprises and long-termism in corporate decision
making.
The most recent developments of EU policy highlight that sustainable finance and sustainable
corporate governance go hand in hand. All these proposals will shape the context in which
sustainable finance and corporate governance policies and practices will be developed and
implemented at national and sub-national level.
Exchange and knowledge building

The working group will closely follow the upcoming policy initiatives in the field of sustainable
finance and corporate governance at EU level. The working group will consider the content and
potential impact of three specific policy developments: A) The EU’s Sustainable Finance Strategy,
in particular the mandatory due diligence framework and the definition of directors duties, B)
The proposal to revise the EU’s Non-Financial Reporting Directive, and C) The introduction of
Environmental Generally Accepted Accounting Principles. The working group aims to discuss the
themes in Podcasts, after which a joint public conference will be organised in Brussels in June
2021. During this conference, the entire package of sustainable finance and corporate
governance policies at EU level will be explained and discussed in an integrated way by councils
and external experts.
Inter-council exchange

The cooperation between individual advisory councils on the subject of sustainable finance and
corporate governance will continue in 2021. The first concrete action planned for this year is the
joint contribution to the European Commission's public consultation on corporate governance
including due diligence and directors duties (February 2021). Furthermore, two individual
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councils will continue to lead the work on sustainable finance and corporate governance within
the framework of the working group.
Economic instruments to enhance sustainable development

The lack of appropriate price signals associated with the use of natural resources is
comprehensive. If the goals of the UN 2030 Agenda are to be successfully met, the economic
instruments of environmental protection have to be effectively incorporated into environmental
and economic policies. However, studies show that for example only five of the 25 EU countries
moved towards a more sustainable taxation system between 2004 and 2016. This leaves the EU
with a void between the declared level of environmental sustainability objectives and the
achievement of these objectives and the degree of their fulfilment. What causes this void, what
stands out and what can be done when deploying fiscal instruments to enhance sustainable
development?
Exchange and knowledge building

Within the framework of the working group, advisory bodies shared insights on existing fiscal
and economic policies that are applied to enhance sustainability in their respected countries and
regions. Based on these insights, a consortium of stakeholders - under the auspices of the
Hungarian Council for Sustainable Development – drafted an explanatory paper entitled
“economic instruments to enhance sustainable development”. This paper will be discussed, and
disseminated in 2021, and will be the stepping stone for possible further work on this theme.
Implementing the 2030 Agenda: the global, European and (sub) national context

While localizing the SDGs is a key factor for successfully implementing the 2030 Agenda, the
importance of the global and European policy context for successful national and sub-national
implementation is undisputable. This becomes apparent when assessing for example the three
greatest SDG challenges for the EU and its Member States2. All three challenges - 1) sustainable
diets and agriculture, 2) climate and biodiversity, 3) developing a sustainable and just model of
prosperity within planetary boundaries – are covered within the context of the EU Green Deal.
Hence the Green Deal – including the 8th Environmental Action Programme - will influence the
policy context in which the SDGs need to be implemented, monitored and evaluated at national
and sub-national level.
In addition to the well-known sustainability challenges in the EU, the Covid-19 pandemic is
expected to represent a serious setback for sustainable development, not only in the EU and its
Member States, but globally. However, European, national, and sub-national resilience
programmes for a green and sustainable recovery after the pandemic offer a unique opportunity
to build back better. The SDGs should function as a compass for a sustainable and just recovery.
The well-known ‘decade of action’ becomes therefore even more challenging and urgent than
before. Can the cap be closed, and if so, how?

2

SDSN and IEEP, 2020. The 2020 Europe Sustainable Development Report: Meeting the Sustainable Development
Goals in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic. Sustainable Development Solutions Network and Institute for European
Environmental Policy: Paris and Brussels
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Exchange and knowledge building

The working group aims to provide (online) policy briefings by external experts on relevant
issues related to the UN Agenda 2030, its SDGs and the European policy context shaping the
national and sub-national implementation reality. During such briefings, external experts will
share their insights on a particular topic that has relevance to the work of the working group
members. In case the circumstances allow for it, and when beneficial to the members of the
working group, one or two physical meetings will be organized throughout 2021. Such meetings
would touch upon a topic of relevance more in depth or could serve inter-council exchange.
The EEAC Network as a liaison

While localizing the SDGs is a prerequisite for the Agenda’s success, the global and European
policy arenas do shape the context in which implementation at national and sub-national level
takes place. Therefore, the working group will receive regular briefing notes to ensure a timely
and fit for purpose information stream from the EU policy arena to the national and sub-national
level. Vice versa, the EEAC Network will also continue to bring the work of its members to the
attention of the relevant European institutions and partners. In so called ‘information packages’
the EEAC Network delivers overviews of recent work by its members to designated parties active
at European level.
Working group representatives will also participate in relevant meetings, projects, and
partnerships concerning the UN Agenda 2030 implementation at the European level. The
manner of participation will partly depend on the developments of the Covid-19 pandemic, and
the limitations that come with it. Besides the European engagement, working group
representatives will also continue to actively participate in the Global Forum for Councils for
Sustainable Development, and other relevant global partnerships and events linked to the UN
Agenda 2030.
Inter-council exchange

Several EEAC member bodies will work on similar sub-topics of sustainable development in
2021. The working group aims to provide a platform for inter-council exchange on topics such
as indicators for implementation monitoring, pathways and strategies to implement the UN
Agenda 2030, and annual reporting on (sub)-national SDG implementation.
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